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THE GENIE BUG 

North Central Iowa Genealogical Society 

P. O. Box 237, Mason City, Iowa 50402-0237 

Volume 44, Number 1, February 2018 

THE GENIE BUG is published in February, May, August & November.  A benefit to members of the 
Non-profit North Central Iowa Genealogical Society.  Editor:  Sandra Turner 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

                                             CALENDAR 

All programs at Clear Lake Public Library, Lower Level, 1:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

February 10, 2018 – Dennis S. Wilson:  “MY LIFE AS A RAIL.”  Spend an af-

ternoon with Dennis and hear his life story of working on the railroad for forty 

years as a brakeman, conductor and union leader.  With a little bit of humor, 

history and real life experience, Dennis tells about derailments, blinding Iowa 

blizzards, tragic accidents, mergers, bankruptcies, long layovers and much more.   

 

 

            March 10, 2018 – To Be Announced   

   

April 14, 2018   Back by popular demand, the April meeting will be a “round 

table type” session.  Topics will be wide ranging, such as: what items or projects 

initiated interest in your family history?   What clues allowed your discovery of 

the who, the what, the where and the how come of your detective story.  Join us for 

a fun time of discussion and learning.  We will be sharing our knowledge on 

some great topics.   

 

    

 May 12, 2018  -  “LEHIGH ROW” - Helen Karamitros, a NIACC sociology in-

structor, comes from a family of Greek immigrants who came to America in the 

early1900’s when there was a worker shortage in Mason City.  She & her family 

lived in Lehigh Row which was one of three segregated neighborhoods in Mason 

City during that time.  The neighborhood housed Southern and Eastern Europe-

an immigrants as well as Mexicans who worked in either cement or brick and tile 

plants.   
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 The President’s Column:  
 

 
 
    

Happy New Year to all!  Wow, the beginning of another year; time does fly.  I am hopeful this year will be a good one; 
let’s make it happen. 
 
As your new President I would like to speak a bit about myself and my family.  I am a history nut and I love to take 
pictures.  I love anything that has to do with transportation such as trains, planes, cars, boats, rockets, and bikes. 
 
I have lived in the same neighborhood my entire life.  Jefferson School has seen three generations of Suby’s, along 
with John Adams and MCHS. 
 
I have been married for 45 years to the same wonderful person.  Connie and I have two children and three grandchil-
dren.  Our daughter, Heather is the oldest and is a dental hygienist in La Cross and is single.  She has built habitat 
homes in La Cross and Cambodia and has done dental work in Yetebon, Ethiopia.  Our son, Jason is the Director of 
Sports Medicine in the Department of Physical Education at the West Point Military Academy.  His wife is an elemen-
tary music instructor.  They have provided three grandchildren for our enjoyment; Ethan 13, Brock 10, and Brynn 7.   
 
I spent 37 years employed by the City of Mason City, beginning in the City Engineering Department in 1972 as a 
draftsman.  My primary duty was designing of the traffic signal system in Mason City.  In 1998, the Superintendent of 
Parks Job became available and I wanted to change occupations for a number of reasons.  I applied for the job and 
was awarded it. 
 
When I began my career with the city the Park Superintendent’s job was always in the back of my mind.  Our parks 
have always been good, but I wanted to make them better.  The second reason was that my great grandfather Charles 
Marcus Burgess was the first Superintendent of Parks for Mason City.  His son Orrin Burgess was also one of our park 
superintendents.  I felt a need to “carry on an old family tradition” as the song implies.  I loved both jobs. 
 
I retired after 37 years and am “Living the Dream”.   
 
I am a member of the Life Long Learning Institute at NIACC.  I have taken some courses at the Elmwood Cemetery on 
restoration of tombstones and have put my learning skills to work in doing the restoration of my family stones.  I am 
actively involved in politics, Climate Change, CAFO’s, Human Rights and other social injustices. 
 
As your president: 

1.) I am open minded to new technology. 
2.) New program ideas, so pass along your suggestions 
3.) If you can contribute your thoughts and ideas to THE GENIE BUG it would be helpful. 

 
Looking forward to a great year…. 
Mark Suby 
mcsuby@hotmail.com 
641.425.6808 
  

mailto:mcsuby@hotmail.com
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             The NCIGS Library is located on the 1st floor of the Mason City Public Library,  
225 2nd St. SE, Mason City, Iowa.  The MCPL and the NCIGS Library are open M/T/W/TH, 9 
a.m. – 8 p.m.; F/SAT 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  If you need help from one of our library volunteers, re-
member our library is staffed M/W/F 9 a.m. – noon; 1-4 p.m. 
              Library Committee Members:   Joan Bartel, Linda Faridi, Kay Mestad, Dorothy Paul, 
Sandra Turner.   Library Volunteers:   Linda Faridi, Kay Mestad,  Carolyn Anderson, LeNore 
Forbes, Gwen Miller, Rod Hungerford,  Mark Suby,  Mary Lou Galindo, and Sandra Turner. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Here is an update of the 2017 library goals:     

1. Coordinate the NCIGS Library Accession Records.  Kay Mestad completed this project.  As a result of this work, 

Kay discovered a variety of issues that need to be reworked. These are being done as time permits.    

2. Where possible shelve black notebook materials within file boxes.  Dorothy has completed about 40% of this re-

view.   

3. Inventory the Plat Map Collection.  Linda Faridi and Mary Lou Galindo have completed their part of this pro-

ject. Some labels need to be updated. 

4. Evaluate the usage of the County Boxes. This evaluation will be undertaken by all volunteers.  We will review 

the evaluation results when setting 2018 goals.   

5. The Committee will refine and implement a revised donations/withdrawal policy.  This work has been completed. 

6. Fundraising.  The Library needed a new computer, some additional software, a shredder and funds for new items 

for the collection.  It was decided to request NCIGS board approval to submit a grant to the Farrer Endowment 

Foundation as well as request society members to donate monies to support library activities.  Two grants were 

written; one to the Farrer Endowment – denied; one to the Hanson Foundation – decision pending.  The board 

approved spending up to $1800 for computer upgrades for the library.  A new AIO has been purchased; Office 

365 installed in both AIOs; further purchases and installation pending.  The library material funds remaining 

in the 2010 Farrer Endowment Grant were expended and the items cataloged.  A shredder, library books and 

monies have been donated.  

 
The Library Committee plans to meet on February 5th to determine 2018 goals.  The new goals will be detailed in 

the May 2018 issue of THE GENIE BUG. 

 
Additions to the collection:  

o Ancestors of Active Members of Iowa Society of the DAR 2006-2008 – Joan Bartel 

o Your DNA Guide – Farrer Endowment 

o Genealogist’s U.S. History Pocket Reference – Farrer Endowment 

o Polish Roots – Farrer Endowment 

o Bonnets & Hats 1840-1900 – Farrer Endowment 

o Tracing Your Eastern European Ancestors – Farrer Endowment 

o Tracing Your Ancestors Using Google – Farrer Endowment 

o Tracing Your Germanic Ancestors – Farrer Endowment 

o Tracing Your Colonial American Ancestors – Farrer Endowment 

o Genealogist’s Guide to Researching Tax Records -- Farrer Endowment 

o Mason City and Clear Lake Memories II  -- Tom and Joan Sawyer 

o Hopewell Valley Heritage  -- Donor:  Unknown 

o Founders of Early American Families 1706-1657 -- Donor:  Unknown 
 
Beginning another calendar year, it seems appropriate to extend thanks to all the people who assisted the library’s work 

and efforts to offer quality research assistance and genealogical advice during 2017.  Many helped improve the collection 

through their donations of money and/or materials.  Others helped to better organize and improve our collection and its 

records.  Many members and visitors benefitted from our marvelous collection -- which makes all our hard work so 

worthwhile. To all of you, a sincere thanks. 
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2017 N.C.I.G.S. Financial Report 
Jan. 1, 2017 –Dec. 31, 2017 

                      
 INCOME                                          Society Funds          $5334.48* 
  Copies                          333.60     
  Donations 494.25 Restricted Society Funds 
                                                                          Basket Donations      126.75   2018 Dues - 42            504.00 
 2017 Dues   (74)         888.00          2019 Dues – 4                48.00  
 2018 Dues   (34)         408.00                           Thrivent-Website               .00 
 2019 Dues    (3)            36.00                          Memorial Fund              95.00 
          Memorial Fund            10.00                            Donations                     100.00 
 Research Fees            215.00 Farrar Grant                         .00        
           Cash Trans In              924.56 Savings    4268.23 
                            TOTAL                 3436.16    Total                     5015.23 
  
                       EXPENSES             Left in Budget Account 
 Equipment-All-in-1    794.97         2017 Equipment Fund 
 Farrar Grant                    3.92         235.00 
          Genie Bug                    205.41 Donations w/dues        84.25 

 Gifts for Libraries         18.30         319.25 
 Library Fund            219.58 
 Office/Officer Exp.     182.86 
 PO Box Rent               64.00  
 Website Expenses      147.63 
 Trans Out - Budget  1480.24 
             TOTAL             3116.91 
 
                             Total Income                         3436.16        Restricted Funds            5015.23 
                             Minus Total Expenses            3116.91                     Balance in Budget             319.25 
                             Equals Balance in Budget Acct.              319.25                     Equals Checking Bal.      5334.48 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Tinkey, 
Treasurer 

                                            ********************** 
 

 

 NCIGS Refreshment Donation List 2018 
 Each monthly meeting, we need about 4 dozen cookies or bars.  With two volunteers per meet-
ing, each will be responsible for bringing 2 dozen cookies or bars.   Will you please contribute?       
Contact Lenore Forbes to get on the list:  lforbes@myomnitel.com or call 641-749-5505.  Thanks.   
 

January 13 – Doris Smith, Jean Brietzke 
February 10 – Marsha Kuntz. Rod Hungerford 
March 10 – Pam Little, Sandra Turner 
April 14 - 
May 12 – Sharlene Stoddard, 
June 9 - 

July 14 – Annual Picnic 
August 11 – Doris Smith,  
 September 8 - 
 October 13  
 November 10--      
 December-8 - No monthly meeting 

  

mailto:lforbes@myomnitel.com
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Hitting the Highlights 

 

November NCIGS Board & General Meetings: 

• New Board Members were announced.  In 2018 President Lea Norlinger will be replaced by Mark Suby. 

A big thank you to Lea for her service.  Existing vacancies:  Research, Membership & THE BUG editor. 

• Jay Lehmann, Website Chair, announced NCIGS has now installed Office 365, obtained through the 

Microsoft Nonprofit plan.  Jay also obtained society acceptance from Tech Soup, another non-profit or-

ganization.  Using Tech Soup, we will be able to purchase, at a reduced cost, software to enhance our 

NCIGS Library Data Base search component.   

• Sandra Turner, Librarian, submitted a grant request from the John K & Luise V. Hanson Foundation 

• Program:  Lea Norlinger served as moderator of a Round Table Discussion on DNA. 
 

December NCIGS Board & General Meetings: 

• No meeting  

• NCIGS purchased another AIO computer for the library. 

• Jay Lehmann, Website Chair, installed Office 365 on the library’s two AIO computers. 

 

January 2018 NCIGS Board & General Meetings: 
• The 2018 NCIGS budget was approved as submitted.  It was noted Lenore Forbes has not asked for re-

imbursement for refreshment support items. 

• Preliminary discussions were initiated regarding future needs for our website.       

• Rita Goranson  presented her program PIONEER HOMES & STRUCTURES OF NORTH  IOWA. The 

photos and commentary were very informative; Rita has since provided a copy of her work to our li-

brary.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
OFFICERS for 2018: 

          * President:  Mark Suby  mcsuby@hotmail.com 
* Vice-President: Rod Hungerford hungerfordrodney@gmail.com  
* Secretary: Larry Paul   pontiacfan36@hotmail.com 
* Treasurer:  Carol Tinkey  tinkeycarol@gmail.com  
* Research Chair:   Vacant  
* Librarian: Sandra Turner  ncigso@gmail.com 
* Publicity Chair: Sharlene Stoddard worthgen@mchsi.com 
* Website Chair: Jay Lehmann  jay@ncigs.org  
* Membership Chair: Vacant 

* Hospitality – LeNore Forbes- lfrobes@myomnitel.com 
 
Also vacant is Editor of THE GENIE BUG 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Statistics for the year 2017: 
Hours – Cumulated Annual Total 

Cumulated Value (@$24.14 per hr.) 

4,751 $114,689.14 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped during this year! 

  

mailto:hungerfordrodney@gmail.com
mailto:pontiacfan36@hotmail.com
mailto:tinkeycarol@gmail.com
mailto:ncigso@gmail.com
mailto:worthgen@mchsi.com
mailto:lfrobes@myomnitel.com
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smile.amazon.com 
If you shop on amazon.com, you can now help support NCIGS!  Instead of using amazon.com, use smile.amazon.com.  
The first time you sign in through smile.amazon.com, choose North Central Iowa Genealogical Society as your non-
profit of choice.  From then now, the website will automatically remember you have chosen NCIGS.  The shopping 
experience is identical to amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
your purchase price to our society.  The donations will automatically be sent to our checking account on a quarterly 
basis.  Thanks for taking the time to set up your smile.amazon.com account!  If you need help in getting started, con-
tact Sandra Turner at ncigso@gmail.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
One of our long time society members, Beth McBride, passed away on November 8, 2017.  Beth 

was a very active member for many years.  She spent hours & hours in the library creating index-

es, cutting out newspaper clippings, maintaining records, serving our researchers, etc.  Beth, a 

teacher in the Mason City School District until her retirement, was a skilled researcher and an ar-

dent supporter of the society.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mark Suby’s contribution  
PIONEERS OF WORTH COUNTY, IOWA BEFORE 1866. 

Introduction 
by Crystle Ellingson Nelson. 

 
Worth County in 1860 was no longer just inhabited with wild beasts, birds, and Indians, the white man had come 

and seized the heritage of the red man. In some cases their land was bought for 3 cents per acre or the Indians were just 
cheated out of their land and homes.  Even the U.S. Government did not deal honestly with them, it is said.  Sometimes 
the Indians fought for their land, but soon found that useless; if the white man wanted it, they got it.  I have read they 
received the high price of 14 cents an acre from the government.  Also, I read that there were no battles ever fought for 
Iowa land.  But how it was obtained, “deponents say not”.  Iowa was part of the neutral ground that stretched about 40 
miles across the state and separated the Sioux on the north from the tribes known as the Sax, Foxes, Winnebago and the 
Iowans on the south.  The area was once part of the Missouri territory, then part of Michigan, then part of Wisconsin.  

 
Worth County was organized Oct. 13, 1857.  The first election was held on that date and James Keeler Bristol 

was elected our first judge.  He was a good man, just and honest.  He later became county superintendent. (I remember 
him well).  November 1, 1858, the county superintendent reported there were 148 persons in the county between the 
ages of 5 and 21 years of age, 80 females and 68 males.  As taxes are one of the main topics at present, so they were 
then.  The first tax levy was in October 1858 and was for state purposes, 3 mils on the dollar. 

 
At that time the county was being settled rapidly in the southern part, but in the north, there were drawbacks, 

one being the lack of fuel.  Timber was scarce and each family wanted a grove on their farm for fuel and for building.  
Did you ever see a house raising?  Logs cut and hewed, smoothed on 2 sides, ends squared, then laid up, chinked and 
plastered with clay, roof of sod, floor of mother earth.  Imagine a good heavy rain! 

 
Think of the mothers that had left comfortable homes in the east or foreign lands and had come here for a tract 

of land in the wilderness.  No schools, Sunday school, no church, no stores within 80-90 miles, no neighbors, no post of-
fice-- only a big grove of trees that shut off every view except straight up.  Imagine what that would mean to one 
brought up by the ever-changing beautiful sea.  Could any sacrifice be as great, except the Divine Sacrifice?  And yet that 
is what our parents did for us. 

 
The stories that follow are part of a newspaper series entitled PIONEERS OF WORTH COUNTY, IOWA BEFORE 1866.   

Written by Tøger C. Røne, his newspaper articles are about his family’s journey to Amerika in 1870 and life in their  
  

http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:ncigso@gmail.com
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new country.  The information is transcribed from newspaper articles found on microfilm at the Northwood Public Li-
brary, Northwood, Iowa: Roll #799-J, May 27, 1875. The newspaper articles were transcribed by Mark Casey Suby and 
Connie Sue Bakken Suby.  

  
Tøger C. Røne, was born in Rindal, Norway April 27, 1854.  Mr. Røne immigrated to America with his parents and 

all but one of his siblings in 1870.   Mr. Rone eventually settled in Worth County, Iowa where he died January 18, 1935. 
 
Mr. Rone’s newspaper stories are entitled:  
 

➢ PREPARING FOR THE OCEAN TRIP,  

➢ THE ATLANTIC VOYAGE 1870,  

➢ ARRIVAL IN THE NEW LAND, 

➢ T.C. RONE FOUND A HOME,  

➢ T.DD. RONE EVERYDAY ROUTINES, SCHOOL 
 
The reason this story is important to me (Crystle Nelson) and my family is that Peter Larson Rønnei Suby (my 

great, great grandfather) along with his wife Anna Andersdatter, daughter Kari and son Andrew P. Suby left their home 
in Luster (Lyster) Norway to come to Amerika in April of 1869.  They crossed the Atlantic Ocean on a ship called the “Al-
ma” (a type of wind sailing vessel also known as a bark) and departed from Bergen, Norway on April 27, 1869 and ar-
rived at Grosse Island, Quebec City (Quebec, Canada) on June 1, 1869 (36 days).  From there the story ends and picks up 
in Dane County, Wisconsin.  I have always wondered how they got from Quebec City to Dane County.  While my family 
traveled to Amerika in 1869, the Rone family may have followed a similar route the following year (1870) when they em-

igrated to Amerika.        Crystle Ellingson Nelson. 
 

Editorial note:  We will publish the newspaper articles written by Toger C. Rone in later issues of THE GENIE BUG.     
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
From our copy of the February 2018 issue - Family Tree Magazine, page 9: 
 

A new website called FreeCEN (www.freecen.org.uk) offers free access – no login needed – to 

32 million names in 19th century census records from England, Scotland and Wales.  Volunteers 

are transcribing UK censuses taken every decade from 1841 to 1891.  The 1861 census has the 

most entries so far, with more than 10 million.  See progress by year and county at 

www.freecen.org.uk/statistics.html.  FreeCEN is a project of Free UK Genealogy, which also 

supports the popular FreeBMD site (www.freebmd.org.uk) for civil registration records and 

FreeREG – (www.freereg.org.uk) site with church parish registers. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Did you know? 
In the U.S. in 1902 -- The average life expectancy in the US was 47. Only 14% of the homes in the US had a bathtub.  Only 
8% of the homes had a telephone.  A 3-minute call from Denver to New York City cost $11.  There were only 8,000 cars 
in the US and only 144 miles of paved roads.  The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.  Alabama, Mississippi, 
Iowa, and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than California. The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel 
Tower.  The average wage in the US was 22 cents an hour. The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per 
year. A competent accountant could expect to earn $2,000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian between 
$1,500 and $4,000 per year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year.  More than 95% of all births in the US 
took place at home.  90% of all US physicians had no college education.  Instead, they attended medical schools, many of 
which were condemned in the press and by the government as "substandard."  Sugar cost $.04 a pound. 
Eggs were $.14 a dozen.  Coffee cost $.15 a pound. 
  

http://www.freecen.org.uk/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.freereg.org.uk/
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North Central Iowa Genealogical Society                                         
PO Box 237                           
Mason City, IA 50402-0237                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder:  2018 dues need to be received NOW! 
NCIGS Membership Application 

 

Per household dues are $12.00 per calendar year (Jan-Dec).  New member dues paid after October 1 will extend 
through the next year.  Annual membership includes:  quarterly newsletter with one free query, monthly meetings, 
support and friendship of like-minded folk, opportunity to participate in a variety of projects and use of the NCIGS 
Library.   In addition to my membership, I would like to make a tax-deductible gift of $ _________.  
 

 I am interested in volunteering as follows:    Library     Website   Membership     Programming      Refreshments    

 Grant Writing     Other: _________________________________ 

        New Membership or     Renewal                                                  Today’s Date_______________________ 
 
Name ______________________________________Mailing Address___________________________________ 
 
City__________________________ State _______ Zip______________ Phone ___________________________  
 
E-mail ________________________________________ 

Newsletter to be sent via:     E-mail or    Postal Service 
 
Amount Enclosed:  Cash $___________      or      Check $____________                                                        

 

Mail application and monies to:  North Central Iowa Genealogical Society, Box 237, Mason City, IA 50402-0237  
 

 

 


