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Calendar of Events 
  Monthly Meetings of NCIGS, 2nd Saturday at 1:30 pm   
Mason City Board Room, Mason City Public Library, 225 
2nd St. SE, Mason City, Iowa.  Refreshments may be 
purchased in the Commons area of the library. 
 

Nov 12 ‘Iowans in the Civil War’, Mr. 

David Grill of Clear Lake, IA, has reenacted 

Civil War battles; especially those involving 

Iowans. A short business meeting before the 

Presentation. 

 

Dec 10  “Nativity Scene” built during 

WWII - Marvin Chickering, of Algona, IA 

will be giving a program of German 

prisoners of war in Camp Algona, plus 

information on their museum.  Business 

Meeting after the Presentation. 
 

Jan 14 “Coming to Clear Lake on the 

Orphan Train”.  Mr. Jim Phillips of Mason 
City, IA will share his father’s story; from 
the New York platform of youngsters, he 
was lucky enough to have a Clear Lake, IA 
family adopt him. Business Meeting after 
the Presentation.  
 

b 11 – M      FEB 11 - Marilyn O’Connor, Osage IA will 
be telling members the importance of 
“Reading your Deeds and Abstracts.”  What 
type of information can be found in these 
documents?  Meeting after the 
Presentation. 

It’s time to renew Your 
Membership     >>>>     
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 Message from President Jay 

 
   This fabulous autumn in Iowa is hanging on a bit 
longer, as the year of seasons is about to change.  
   Change is also coming to the society with the 
election of new officers at the November meeting.  
The 2012 Nominating Committee has almost 
completed the slate of candidates, but we are 
always looking for new faces and new ideas. So, if 
anybody has the urge or desire to serve, contact 
Dorothy Paul or Joan Bartel.  
   With the updating of the By-laws we have added 
two members to the Executive Board -- 
Membership Chair and Website Chair.  It is 
anticipated the Membership Committee will be 
instrumental in increasing our membership, while 
the Website Chair is the lynchpin to maintenance 
of our website and obituary archive. 
      The roles of Publicity Secretary and Research   
Secretary have undergone some changes for the 
new century with a name change to Publicity 
Chair and Research Chair.   
     Another change you will notice during the 
election process is the elimination of the 
Corresponding Secretary.  Jeannette Anderson held 
this office for many years. When she decided to 
retire, those duties were absorbed into the 
Recording Secretary’s position. I would like to 
express my deepest gratitude on behalf of NCIGS for 
Jeannette Anderson’s long-time service to the 
organization. We hope her health will improve 
quickly so she can resume her duties as a library 
volunteer. 
   The new format for sending THE GENIE BUG   
appears to have been a great success!  If you still   
want to receive THE GENIE BUG by email or if for 
some reason you do not receive THE GENIE BUG, 
email  genie bug@ncigs.org   please let Lea or myself  
know. 
 
Jay Lehmann 
NCIGS President 2009-Present 
NCIGS Webmaster 
 

     

  

 

 

 A  message from the Librarian 

Library Hours 
     The Mason City Public Library is open M/T/W/TH 9 

a.m. - 8 p.m.; F/SAT 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  If you need help 

from one of our library volunteers, remember the library 

is staffed M/W/F 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; 1-4 p.m.   

 

Library Location 
Mason City Public Library, lst floor 

225 2
nd

 St. SE, Mason City, Iowa 50401  

 

  Much has been accomplished at the library.  Here are 

some highlights:  

 Several new members have been appointed to the 

Library Committee, including a new ex officio 

member, Mason City Public Library (MCPL) 

Director, Mary Markwalter.   

 The hard-copy collection was shelf read. 

 We organized the Oversized Collection, attaching 

OVERSIZED labels and updating the card catalog. 

 We inventoried the Mason City  City Directory 

listing and accepted a number of additional/better 

copies of directories from Ruth Umbarger. 

 We updated our withdrawal and selection procedure. 

We created a CD acquisition policy. We created a 

new donor form and label.  

 We revised our annual library budget and agreed to 

establish a PayPal account.  We created an Excel 

budget form to track the expenditures from the 

Farrer Endowment Foundation Grant and have 

begun ordering items which will enrich the 

collection and provide valuable information for our 

researchers. 

 In addition to Fold3.com, which the MCPL has 

subscribed to for some years, the MCPL has 

contracted for two new genealogical services:  

Ancestory.com (library version) and  Heritage 

Quest.  Since these services are very expensive, the 

library commitment is for one-year.  So as soon as 

these sites are available, please come into the library 

and use them.  Usage will be very important in 

deciding whether or not to continue these services.  

We’ll let you know when they are available!!! 

 

       Sandra Turner     

 Librarian                                                                                                                                                                             

   THE GENIE BUG is published quarterly in February, May, 
     August and November as a benefit for members of  the  
      non-profit   North Central Iowa Genealogical Society 
                PO Box 237, Mason City, Iowa 50402-0237 
                                    c. NCIGS, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:genie%20bug@ncigs.org
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    Cool Treatment Of A Ghost… 
       Copy excerpts appearing in THE NORTH IOWAN,  
                6 July 1865, Osage,  Mitchell County, Iowa. 

 Doctor S. had traveled all hours of the night, in fulfilling 
the requirements of an extensive county practice, and 
had often declared that he was not frightened.  A 
mischievous brother-in-law of his, however, determined 
to put his self-possession to a severe test.  Enveloped in 
a sheet, he one night secreted himself near the 
highway, where the doctor would be obliged to pass on 
his return from a visit to a distant patient.  The spot was 
a very lonesome one and the hour was very late.  
     After waiting for some time, he saw the old white 
horse of the doctor trotting slowly down the adjacent 
hill, when he stalked forth, with all the dignity of 
Hamlet’s ghost.  The horse was the first to spy the 
apparition, and manifested his fear of so unusual a 
sight, by pricking up his ears, and sheering to the 
opposite side of the road.  
    Doctor S. who as about half-asleep, quickly aroused 
himself, and calmly addressed the object with --- “Who 
are you?”   No answer.  “Who are you?” he repeated, in 
a loud tone.  Still the ghost remained silent, when the 
doctor, with perfect sang-froid, continued--- “If you are 
human, I swear I’m not afraid of you; and if you are the 
devil, I certainly am not, for 
 I married your sister years ago!   Get up Dobbin.” 
 

               -----<>--- ## ---<>----- 

 

How Pat  Saved His Quarter !      
Copy excerpts appearing in  The NORTH IOWAN, 

 1 June 1865, Mitchell County, Iowa. 
 

     A physician, whose sign once hung out on Essex 

Street, tells the following story:    He was sitting 

one day in his office when there came in an 

Irishman, who after making his bow, which 

 an Irishman always has the politeness to do, 

addressed  him thus:  “Can ye puil a tooth for 

 me docthor?  Sure it’s the devil’s own brother I’ve 

got in my head that’s been keeping me awake 

three nights entirely.” 

   

 “ Yes, I think I can take it out for you,” replied  

the doctor, “sit down and let me look at it.”  The 

tooth proved to be a large double one, badly 
inflamed around it and very sore.  When the 

instruments were brought out to commence 

operations Pat showed evident signs of 

nervousness.  

    “Oh! Sure, ye’ll be murthering me quite,” said 

he.  “To be sure I shall hurt you” said the doctor, 

in a jocular way, “if I don’t I won’t charge you 

anything for pulling it.” 

Pat said not another word and the doctor went    

to work.  The tooth was firmly knit to a firmer jaw, 

and stuck like a Democrat to the Constitution, but 

our preserving doctor tugged and pulled, fairly 

lifting his patient from his chair in his struggle, 

who bore it all the way through like a martyr, 

“making no sign.”  At last the offending molar was 

out, and triumphantly laid upon the table. 

    “There,” said the doctor, didn’t I hurt you bad 

enough?”  “Not a bit, sir,” said Pat, “and sure 

you’re not the man to be going back from your 

own word.” 

    Query ?? --- Which got the worst of it, Pat or the 

doctor?--- Portfolio. 

      

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         Page 27 
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The Mitchell County Courthouse in Osage, Iowa, 

was built in 1858, making it one of the oldest 
operating courthouses in the state.  It was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1977 as 
a part of the County Courthouses in Iowa Thematic 
Resource. This building has been in continuous 
use for court functions and by county 
administrations since its construction.   Except for 
a $100,000 addition in 1976, the red brick building 
is unchanged. 
   Mitchell County was originally part of Fayette 
County.  Although Mitchell County was established 
January 15, 1851 at a winter session of the Iowa 
legislature, it was not organized until 1854.  The 
County was named for either John Mitchel, an Irish 
patriot, or John Mitchell, an early surveyor. 
    
  The first county seat was located in Mitchell 
because it was centrally located in the county, a 
very important asset at that time. However,  
there was dispute in those early years about which 
town – Mitchell or Osage -  should be the county 
seat.   
 
   In 1858 Osage agreed to build a courthouse and 
jail, and give them to the county. The judge ruled in 
favour of the town of Osage. In the middle of the 
night the county records were moved to Osage, 
before a contest could be filed. They have been 
there ever since. 
 
 
  County officers were first elected August 7, 1854. 
Originally, the Mitchell County Board of  
Supervisors was a body of 17; one from each 
township. In 1875, the Board was reduced to five 
members. In 1926, the county was redistricted, 

and the number of Board numbers changed to 
three. The first Lieutenant Governor of Iowa, Oran 
Faville, came from Mitchell County. 
    

   Counties adjacent to Mitchell County are Mower 
County, Minnesota (north), Howard County (east), 
Floyd County (south), Cerro Gordo County 
(southwest), Worth County (west). Cities and 
Towns include Carpenter, McIntire, Mitchell, 
Orchard, Osage, St. Ansgar, and Stacyville. 
 
 

Additional Resources: iowalandrecords.org is the 
source for information about recorded real estate 
documents in Iowa. 
 
* Birth Records from 1880 
* Death Records from 1880 
* Marriage Records from 1855 
* Land Records from 1854 -- beginning of the 
county 
* Probate Records from 1854 -- beginning of the 
county -- located in vault 
* Court Records from 1854 -- beginning of the 
county -- located in vault, on a card file system 
 
   

 Early Settlements started in 1851 

   In the fall of 1851, Leonard Cutler and his son J. 
B. passed through Mitchell County prospecting. 
They were the first to observe its beauty and 
determined to establish a permanent settlement. 
They decided to return the following spring. Hence 
the first land claims were made by David B. Cutler 
and William Ramsdell in 1852. 

  The first family in the county was that of L. S. 
Hart, Sr., who with his son Orrin came to the area 
in the summer of 1852 and stuck a stake about 
two miles below what is now Osage, at what was 
then known as Spring Grove.  L.S. Hart, Jr. came 
to live at the stake in 1853 and lived there the rest 
of his life. The Hart’s first house was covered with 
new mown grass, but soon after a log cabin was 
erected. 
 
   In the year 1852, Reverend C. L. Clausen, a 
Norwegian minister, arrived with some of his 
countrymen from Wisconsin and made claims 
where St. Ansgar now stands, on the Red Cedar 
River.  They then returned to Wisconsin, but came 
back and became actual and permanent settlers 
on their claims on June 23, 1853. 

   Mitchell County Courthouse 

         U.S. National Register of Historic Places 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osage,_Iowa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://www.iowalandrecords.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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   Lorenzo Merry settled on the Cedar, in April 
1853, at a point since known as "Merry's Ford".  
Also came that year a number of settlers to make 
permanent homes in the Hart Settlement, and 
others were added to Clausen's Settlement. 
 
   In September, 1853, Josiah Cummings and his 
son Wm. E. commenced the settlement at Mitchell. 
He was followed in the spring of 1854 by C. C. 
Prime, John Adams and A. T. Cady, and in August 
of the same year by Doctor D. G. Frisbie, who was 
for many years a prominent citizen of the county. 
Thus began the early settlement of the county, 
started by a pioneer band that opened up one of 
the richest agricultural counties of Iowa. 
 
   Although Mitchell County was established by the 
Iowa Legislature in 1851, prior to 1854 Mitchell 
County government activities were carried out in 
Chickasaw County.  Government operations were 
transferred from Chickasaw County following the 
1854 election of the following officers; A. H. Moore, 
County Judge; Amos Cummings, Clerk; B. C. 
Whittaker, Treasurer and Recorder; L. S. Hart, Jr., 
Sheriff, Rev. C. L. Clausen, School Fund 
Commissioner. 
 
                -----<>--------<>----- 
First Happenings of Mitchell County 
 
~First Term of the Mitchell County Court was held by 
Judge Moore, October, 1854. 
~First Election - held in August, 1854. 
~First Prosecuting attorney was under appointment, 
J. M. Bennett, in 1855. 
~First Declaration of citizenship was filed by Alof 
Anderson, in 1855. 
~First Marriage license - issued to Madison Rice and 
Emelline Knapp, April 7th, 1856. 
~First Term - district court was held June, 1857, by 
Judge Samuel Murdock. Previously Mitchell had  

been attached to Floyd County for judicial purposes. 
 
~First Death in the county was of Orrin Hart, October 
12, 1854. 
~First Estate administered upon was that of Nels 
Johnson, deceased, March 22, 1856. 
~First Bill against the county was audited July 2, 1856, 
and warrant issued to A. S. Faville, for $50.75 for 
services as road commissioner. 
~First Case docketed was O. P. Harwood as plaintiff 
and D. W. Poindexter, defendant. 
~First Saw Mill in the county was built at Newburg in 
1854. 

~First Newspaper in the county was the Osage 
Democrat, which made its appearance in the spring of 
1856, D. E. Coon, editor and publisher. 
~First Number was printed under the shade of a tree 
in the vicinity of where the Dunton House now stands 
on Main Street. 
~First White child born in the county was Major W. 
Hart, son of L. S. Hart, Jr. December 13, 1853.  
~First Judgment in the district court was entered June 
6, 1857, for $149.50 in favor of S. B. Scott, and against 
J. S. Woodward. 
~First 2 Post Offices in 1855 were established in the 
county, one at Osage, the other at Mitchell. Philo Cady 
was employed to carry the mail once a week from 
Charles City at three dollars a trip. This expense was 
paid by the citizens. Pervious to establishing these 
offices, the nearest post office accommodation was first 
Independence, 100 miles distant; next West Union, 70 
miles away;  
afterward Bradford, only 40 miles distant, and gradually 
the office approached until the final establishment of 
the two mentioned, which were the first in the county. 
~First School house was at Mitchell in 1854. 
 
 
 

  Gene’s   CRYPT  PUZZLE  # 1 -  clue   Z = A   

 

Z O   P E R  –  U D J S B   D X   P O S   Y L P   B S J S J C S B 

X          Y L S O   Z 

 

_ _   _ _ _  -   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_        _ _ _ _   _ 

K S B X P O   Y Z O U S R   X P J S U L D O H,    L S   X Z I S 

R        G B P   D U. 

_ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

,      _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ .  

 
 This is a great space to ask for 

pictures of your treasured old photos..  

I would like to include one or two on 

occasion..  Like the photograph that we 

hear folks say... ???  I do not have any 

idea who they are...  I should of asked 

grandma to write it on the back.  !! 

 

Thank you...   

Lea, Editor 

 
                                        Page 29 
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McGuffey’s  Glimpse ! 
 

 Welcome to the schoolroom of 1900, 
 story from McGuffey’s Third Eclectic 
 Reader, you recall this was used in one 
 Room  country schools in the US.                

  

 

  LESSON II  -   Johnny’s  First  Snowstorm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Johnny Reed was a little boy who never seen a 

snowstorm till he was six years old.  Before this, he had 

lived in a warm country, where the sun shines down on 

beautiful orange groves, and fields always sweet with 

flowers. 

   But now he had come to visit his grandmother, who lived 

where the snow falls in the winter.  Johnny was standing at 

the window when the snow came down. 

   “O mamma!’ he cried, joyfully, “do come quick, and see 

these little white birds flying down from heaven.”  “They 

are not birds, Johnny,” said mamma, smiling.  “Then  

maybe the little angels are losing their feathers!  Oh!  Do 

tell me what it is;  is it sugar?  Let me taste it,” said Johnny. 

But when he tasted it, he gave a little jump—it was so cold. 

   “The snowflakes, Johnny, are little drops of water that fall 

from the clouds.  But the air through which they pass is so 

cold it freezes the, and they come down turned into snow.”  

As she said this, she brought out an old black hat from the 

closet.  “See, Johnny!  I have caught a snowflake on this 

hat.  Look quick through this glass and you will see how 

beautiful it is.” 

    Johnny looked through the glass.  There lay the pure 

feathery snowflake like a lovely little star.  “Twinkle, 

twinkle,  little star!” he cried in delight.  “Oh!  Please show 

me more snow-flakes, mother.”  So his mother caught 

several more, and they were all beautiful.  The next day 

Johnny had a fine play in the snow, and when he came in, 

he said, “I love snow; and I think snowballs are  a great 

deal prettier than oranges.”        Pages 15-17 

 
 

Learning more about us… 

Exploring our NCIGS Committees  

 

Obituary Committee 
    We are sharing the opportunity with you! We are 
looking for a special person who may have a few extra 
minutes?  Would you like to become an Online 
Archivist in our area?  Use your laptop or computer to 
build our research data on obituaries, this information 
is used and stored for genealogists worldwide. 
    We copy from the newspaper’s website and paste to a 
web editor, using (FrontPage, Sharepoint Designer 
2007) then save and publish to ncigs.org/obituaries 
/Newspaper.  
    Some like the Globe-Gazette require more than just 
the steps above.  We would work with any interested 
individuals so they can participate.  If you already have 
FrontPage (previously came with Microsoft Office 2003 
and earlier); you are ready to publish.  I would assign a 
username and password, when we arrange a time for me 
to meet with you and set you up while answering any 
questions. 
    If you do not have Microsoft Office 2003 or earlier, 
Sharepoint Designer 2007 is a free download from 
Microsoft Office and is very similar to FrontPage. 
    Our Obituary Committee meets monthly on the 
Second Tuesday of the month – sometimes even before 
our General Meeting at Clear Lake Public Library in a 
lower level meeting room.  We use this time to discuss 
current issues with the website and other website 
concerns.  We could even have a small program as a 
computer projector is available for use in this room.  
    We collect data from all of these surrounding 
Newspapers:   Butler County Tribune Journal & 
Clarksville Star,  Belmond Independent,  Britt News 
Tribune,  Charles City Press,  Wright County Monitor,  
Clear Lake Mirror Reporter,  Cresco Times-Plains 
Dealer,  Forest City Summit,  Garner Leader & Signal,  
Hampton Chronicle Times,  Iowa Falls Times-Citizen,  
Mason City Globe Gazette, New Hampton Tribune,  
Northwood Anchor Independent,  Mitchell County 
Press News, and the St Ansgar Enterprise Journal. 
    Please contact us if you have any desire to participate 
or with questions which will be directed to a committee 
member.   Jay Lehmann, Webmaster; jay@ncigs.org ,  
Marie Thompson, Website Chair;marthom@mchsi.com 
Jim Rodgers,    jdrog838@googlemail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

          
 
                                                                            Page 30 
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 Please complete the Renewal application, 

                       next meeting and give to our Treasurer. 
                                 make our society viable. 

 

 
write out that check today, or bring to the 

A great bargain at $1.00 per month and helps 
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                 2012   RENEWAL  Membership  Application               
Membership includes:  monthly programs, quarterly newsletter, and free query. 

  Membership dues are    $ 12.00      for a calendar year (January through December). 

                    You will NOT receive the FEB 2012 issue - unless your dues are paid by Jan 10, 2012. 

 
   Name ____________________________________________________________ Telephone _________________________  

   Street Address ____________________________________________ Box ______________ County _________________ 

   City __________________________________________  State  ___________________________  Zip _________________ 

   E-mail address _______________________        

 
     Receive Newsletter Electronically or  

 
   Receive a PAPER copy  

 

   Amount enclosed _____________ Cash _____________ Check ____________ Today’s date ____________________ 

Note:  To receive your membership card in the mail, you need to furnish a stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  or  include  postage.   Give  to  attendant  or  mail  to: 

North Central  Iowa Genealogical  Society,  PO Box 237,  Mason City,  IA   50402-0237 

        

      # 1 … Welcomes new members…  

 
       Cinnamo-King, Michele     1291 300

th
 St, Ventura, IA  50428   641-829-3411 

      Lundt, Donna R                PO Box 448, 421 3
rd

 St N, Rockwell, IA  50469 641-822-3666 
        Peck, Bill & Pat              19 Libo Road, Clear Lake, IA  50428  641-357-2153 

 Riley, Susan              1003 28
th

 Ave N, St Cloud, MN   56303   320-252-3028 
       Roberts, Barb Hanes           2115 Pine Tree Ct, Clear Lake, IA  56428  641-357-1373 

 

      # 2 … Updated Email Addresses 
 

      Cinnamo-King, Michele   michele641@msn.com 
     Lundt, Donna R    donnalundt@netins.net 
    Peck, Bill    bnppeck@netins.net 
      Riley, Susan    sriley@csbsju.edu 
    Roberts, Barb Hanes   broberts@netins.net 
 

       # 3 ... Updated address Changes 
 

              Linda Faridi               843 6
th

 St SW Apt 3 ,  Mason City, IA  50401 
 
 
 

        Glad to have you as a member!   We look forward to seeing you at one of our meetings again soon. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

mailto:michele641@msn.com
mailto:donnalundt@netins.net
mailto:bnppeck@netins.net
mailto:sriley@csbsju.edu
mailto:broberts@netins.net
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November 12, 2011, Mr. David Grill from Clear Lake, IA 

          will share about  ‘The Part Iowan’s played in the Civil War’.   

Mr. Grill has reenacted the early Civil War battles including Wilson’s Creek, in Missouri.   The 

1st Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry was an infantry regiment that served in the Union Army 

during the American Civil War. This infantry was organized at Keokuk, IA and mustered into 

Federal forces on May 14, 1861 for ninety days’ service under Abraham Lincoln’s first call for 

volunteers. 

        The NCIGS welcomes you to our presentation on Sat 12 Nov, 2011. Our meeting is at 

1:30 pm, at the Mason City Public Library.      For a reservation please call 641–494-7614 or 

reply to this email.    

                                             

  December 10th meeting,  Marvin Chickering will share of the 

Nativity scene built by Algona’s German Prisoners. 
     

Between April of 1944 and February of 1946, Algona, Iowa was "home" to 10,000 

German prisoners of war. The average monthly population in the Algona POW Camp 

ranged from 2,500 to about 3000. Although the 287-acre camp had prison guards and 

barbed wire and the prisoners worked for area farmers, the American commander, Lt. 

Colonel Lobdell encouraged the German prisoners to participate in artistic activities 

during their down time. 

      While some prisoners wrote poetry and others painted, a group of six friends built a 

Nativity scene that came to symbolize a sense of unity between the Americans and Germans. The Nativity now 

stands in the Kossuth County Fairgrounds. The 800-square-foot display includes 60 one-half life-size figures 

composed of cement over wood and wire frames.  

     "A prisoner named Eduard Kaib started to build the Nativity, and the commander asked if he could continue 

the project while he was a prisoner," explained Marvin Chickering, who manages the Nativity exhibit now 

operated by the First United Methodist Church in Algona.   The Nativity scene is opened in December of each 

year, but private tours and showings are available if people call Chickering or the church in advance.  

     In addition to the Nativity scene, Mr. Chickering will discuss the Algona POW Camp Museum (opened in 

2004) which houses exhibits about the American military stationed at the camp during WW II, the German 

POWs housed in the facility and the impact of the camp upon the local residents.        So mark your calendars.  

This sounds like an exceptional program!     See you there!                                                                                                                                                 

http://thesop.org/story/20110810/world-war-ii-and-algona-iowa-part-ii-the-nativity-scene.html

